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US 93 Corridor Plan: Missoula to Florence
Public Meeting(s) #1
February 14, 15 and 16, 2006
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

RESULTS

Lolo - February 14, 2006
Lolo Community Center

Attendance
e 35 area residents
e MDT

o Dwane Kailey
o Shane Stack
o Lynn Zanto
o Sheila Ludlow
e FHWA
o Craig Genzlinger

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Safety

o peak hourcongestion —
e Tyler/ US 93 intersectia
o No crosswalk on Tyler — presents unsafe conditions for pedestrians from
northbound US 93 drivers turning right onto Tyler
e Cochise Dr. — accident location, but not intersection caused — driver error
e Illegal / dangerous parking along US 93 near Weigh Station to access river recreation
o Causes unsafe pedestrian activity and crossing
e Lack of protected left turn from Miller Creek Road onto US 93 southbound — creates
congestion and safety problems
Roadway design, operation and maintenance
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e Flooding concerns at Skyway Dr. and Hayes Creek
e Narrow shoulder between lane and guardrail presents dangerous conditions for bicyclists
e Lack of alternate route between Lolo and Missoula — consider use of Old US 93
o Causes backups when closed due to accidents or other emergencies
e Lack of separation between north and southbound lanes - dangerous
e Dip on Blue Mtn Road at approach to US 93 — unsafe
e Lolo School crossing
o Lack of protected left turn into school
o Traffic stacking at US 93 / US 12 intersection due to signal at Lolo School
o Consider overhead bike/ped crossing of US 93 to Lolo School
e Center dividers in Lolo need to be readdressed for effectiveness
e Lack of frontage roads in Lolo area to reduce local use traffic on/off of US 93
e Lack of connections from US 93 to Old US 93, when functioning as an alternate route
o Such as Manor Drive
e Lack of protected left turn from Old US 9
e Sight distance issues at Trader Brothers

Multi-modal options
e Lack of separated bike / ped pathway from/£.olo to
e Consider overhead bike/ped crossing of US 9
e Lack of sidewalks on US 93 for pedesfri e

o A
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e AdditionalAraffic from develop
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Roadway capacity and levebof seryic

e Lack of traffickreaks %éak t
e Congestion at BlueMtn Road -/ westbound from US 93
e Traffic stacking is incréasi

Environmental
e Deer crossing and congestion near Buckhouse Bridge

Planning / process / data / related area issues
o [ntegrate land use with transportation planning
o Consider a longer time period for accident data for US 93 north of Lolo

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/us93corridor/ US 93 Corridor Plan
Public Meetings #1 Results
Page 2 of 10




Missoula - February 15, 2006
Quality Inn Conference Center

Attendance

e 39 area residents

e MDT o Craig Genzlinger
o Dwane Kailey e Consultant Team
o Shane Stack o Don Galligan, HDR
o Lynn Zanto o Miguel Gaddi, HDR
o Sheila Ludlow o Jeff Lowe, HDR

e FHWA o Karen , HDR
o Bob Burkhardt o Mike Pepper, KMP

PUBLIC COMMENTS [\

Safety
e Need to maintain safe access off US 93\to Ha
e The four lane undivided sections of US ments /
conflicts
e Accommodate safe access to recreation / sp ’ i long Uy 93
e Consider / accommodate school trans S93
e Conflicting movements in center | nditions.and accidents

e Speeds on US 93 near Hayes St. inters€ctyon aretopo fast
e The four lane undivided sections\of US 93 are afe due 40 left turn movements /
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o Distinguish ent typesof circles, roundabouts, etc.
e Consider re § to reduce local shipping / delivery traffic; originate from
locations otherxthan Missoula
e Consider implementation of slg

er / more consistent speeds to improve safety

Multi-modal options
¢ Inadequate availability of vans and other modes of transportation
e Lack of separated bike/ped pathway and wide shoulders between Lolo and Missoula
e Connect / coordinate with Missoula City Park Master Plan where appropriate

Growth and development
e Act on improvement alternatives before right of way is unavailable
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Roadway capacity and level of service
e Pursue opportunities to reduce traffic volumes
o Extension of bus service from Missoula to Hamilton
o Study work/destinations to plan for “hot spot” locations for bus service
o Connect any new transit services to Missoula Bus Lines (Mountain Line)
o Note: MDT is seeking service now, some funds are available
e Conflicts with increasing truck traffic into “Vans” in Lolo

Environmental
e Traffic volumes are too high; cause congestion, reduce air quality, decrease safety
o Consider development of a fast mono rail system from Hamilton to Missoula
o How to reduce northbound traffic from Bitterroot into Missoula
e Reduced valley air quality caused by increasing tfaf{ic on US 93

improvements
e Consider needs of aging population; ¢

instead of\qctions

e Support for the planning pro
access route

o Connect the development and results of the US 93 Corridor Plan to other planning efforts
and projects to avoid duplication, oversight and overlapping

o Concern for what happens to traffic once it reaches the north end of this study area in the
south end of Missoula — impacts of issues and alternatives on Reserve St., Brooks St., etc.

o Coordinate the outcome of the Miller Creek Bridge study with this plan

éss to address the Reserve St. needs and possible western
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o Need to identify funding options other than taxes for implementation of Plan
recommendations — developers should be billed for cost of improvements caused by their
development

e Accommodate Fort Missoula crossing / connections as needed

o Coordinate / integrate with other planning efforts and development plans, such as
Maloney Ranch

o Identify realistic project costs

e Plan “globally” — consider the relationship between different transportation modes

o Gather and include necessary data to guide good decisions
o Assess impacts of project recommendations to other / adjacent streets

e  Reduce commuter traffic - Work with Ravalli County to make more self sufficient, more
Ravalli County employment, etc.

e Add to the “Issues Map” - lacking Missoula to Lolosseparated bike / ped pathway

o Suggest the project south boundary should he ex td Hagmilton

anning for improvements

o An alternate route around Mi . ] ssheen discussed for 35 years
o Consider corrido ] ' oute ayound and through Missoula —

wblic Safety Director
32; Missoula MT 59812

yat.edu
o thtions to support/enhance implementation
. ee
o les/states for examples of possible alternatives and solutions
o g traffic from Miller Creek development onto US 93
o This is a regional problem involving four counties
o Identify and consider a ives regardless of cost
o Understand the demand
[ ]

Investigate options for other employment opportunities that retain more jobs out of
Missoula in other counties — to reduce commuter traffic into Missoula

Bitterroot is a “dead end” valley — very little traffic continues south over Lost Trail Pass
e Be aware of affects of school closures as young residents leave area
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Florence - February 16, 2006
Florence — Carlton School

Attendance
e 32 area residents
e MDT e Consultant Team
o Dwane Kailey o Don Galligan, HDR
o Shane Stack o Miguel Gaddi, HDR
o Sheila Ludlow o Jeff Lowe, HDR
o Katy , HDR
o Shanna Adams, HDR
o Mike Pepper, KMP
PUBLIC COMMENTS I\

Safety

e Center lane turning conflicts

Excessive speed / Tasufficient law enforcement
Road rage is becoming an-s
“Bottleneck” between Lolo and Missoula

Difficult visibility of pavement markings during rain

Road de-icer is causing rust on vehicles

Lack of traffic breaks to allow safer access onto US 93 — traffic is too fast

Lack of alternate routes — consider improvements to Old Hwy 93 to meet this need
Emergency vehicle access to US 93 when blocked — consider east side access route to
meet this need

e Roadway striping south of Florence is not straight
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e Lack of access control at Trader Brothers and Maclay properties

e Speed is too high — needs increased enforcement

e Conflict between rail track and right of way and US 93 corridor / expansion needs —
consider relocating rail to east side of river to allow for US 93 expansion (if expansion is
needed)

e Illegal left turn across turn lane into Town Pump in Lolo

e If east side access is created, an ITE System will be needed

e Lack of right turn lanes for easier / safer egress from US 93 — Mormon Creek, Carlton
Creek and Chief Joseph Roads

e Southbound right turn onto Mormon Creek Rd. is too tight for trucks

e Southbound left turn queue (turn bay storage) length onto Eastside Hwy is too short — a
longer turn bay is limited due to conflict with othgr accesses

e Right turn lane from East Side Hwy onto US 93 rjorthbound is too short — constrained by

rail line

Drainage problems at first curve north o ater is “funneled” through openings in

en Lolo and Missoula — prefer that it be built
from Lolo south

in Florence, nedd adequate signage to direct traffic to designated facility

Growth and development
e Need to coordinate transportation and land use planning
e Improving the road will encourage further development
e Land use conflicts at US 93 / 8 mile road intersection
e Desire to maintain access control — limit new accesses as development occurs
e Sprawl development / increasing access and safety concerns - Need better planning to
control development along highway
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Roadway capacity and level of service

Difficult US 93 access / egress — consider additional signals
Insufficient capacity to meet traffic volume needs — consider extension of East Side
Highway into Missoula
Too much access to US 93 — causes safety problems and decreases capacity
Signals increase morning commute congestion
Congestion during peak hours
o Consider alternating lanes for quicker travel, HOV lanes, carpooling to use lanes
more effectively
High traffic volumes with difficult access — consider development of frontage roads

Environmental

Planning / process / data / related area issues

US 93 impacts to adjacent wetlands
Need to avoid or mitigate impacts to cultural and |historical sites

Dirt and dust from winter sanding causes ai and unsafe bike ped use on
pathway as sand lands on the pathway
Rumble strips interfere with right turn 1

and cause excessive noise

None at this time
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PUBLIC MEETING(S) #1 CUMULATIVE COMMENT FORM INPUT

Safety
e Undivided four lane section seems dangerous — consider divider

Roadway design, operation and maintenance
e Lack of left turn signal on Glacier Dr. in Lolo from south
Lack of southbound protected left turn signal from Miller Creek intersection
Lack of alternate route on east side from Florence to/through Miller Creek
Lack of protected left turns from US 93 in Lolo
Lack of sufficient lighting
Don’t stack snow on pathways, sidewalks and shqulders
Impact of intermittent portable scale on Hwy 12/{JS\Q3 intersection
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Multi-modal options
e Desire for bus service from Missoy
e Consider light rail as option to re

e Consider east side alternate rou
Florence to Misso

Roadway capacity and level of service
e Consider five lane section from Hamilton to Missoula to improve traffic flow and reduce
congestion

Environmental

e US 93 noise impacts through communities; Lolo and Florence

e Lack of sufficient number of wildlife crossings

e Maintain wildlife corridors — integrate with open space and public land planning
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Planning / process / data / related area issues

Lack of alternate route around Missoula to 1-90
Is Montana Rail Link involved as a stakeholder?
Reserve St. left hand turn light heading north from Safeway needs to be adjusted after 10
p-m. —one may sit through 2-3 signal cycles

MDT has done a wonderful job with the installation of the bike/ped pathway between
Lolo and Florence (and beyond) — connection of the pathway between Lolo and Missoula
is critical and part of the lifestyle we have come to expect in Montana

Realistic funding for any transportation plan or solution

Realistic plans based upon current or recent approved plans for future development
Conversation about limiting new residential development
Make residential developers pay for their impacts
Quit spending taxpayer money

Quit having public input and do something
Realistic estimate of costs for consultants and falk, dut no actis
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